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(b) to sue'for conversion, loss or injury
Conversion, Loss, Injury.—If during the hiring period
the hirer is wrongfully deprived of the possession of the
goods by a third person, or they are injured or lost through
the negligence of a third person, then the hirer has a right
to sue such person (b). In an action against a
stranger for loss of goods caused by his negligence, the
bailee in possession (e.g., a hirer) can recover the value
of the goods, though he would have a good answer to an
action by the bailor for damages for the loss of the
thing bailed (c).
Hirer with Possession has Property.—As between
the possessor and the wrongdoer, the presumption of law
is that the person who has possession has the property (d).
The chattel that has been converted or damaged is deemed
to be the chattel of the possessor and of no other, and
therefore, its loss or deterioration is his loss, and to him,
if he demands it, it must be recouped (e). The hirer
receiving damages under such circumstances will only be
allowed to retain what he is entitled to, to compensate him
for his own particular loss, and all above that he must
hand over to the owner (/), for the wrongdoer, having once
paid full damages to the hirer, has an answer to any
action by the owner (g).
 (b)	Croft v. Alison (1821), 4 Barn. & Aid. 590 ; 34 Digest 143, 7722 ;
Burton v. Hughes (1824), 2 Bing. 173 ;  3 Digest 113, 367 ;   Raynor v.
Childs (1862), 2 F. & F. 775 ;   3 Digest 114, 378.    See also Story on
Bailments, s. 394 :  " By the Common Law, in virtue of the bailment,
the hirer acquires a special property in the thing during the con-
tinuance of the contract, and for the purposes expressed or implied by
it.    Hence he may maintain an action for any tortious dispossession
of it, or any injury to it, during the existence of his right.'*
 (c)	The Winkfield, [1902] P. 42, per Collins, M.R., at p. 54 (3 Digest
113, 373), overruling Claridge v. South Staffordshire Tramway Co. [1892]
1 Q.B. 422 ;  3 Digest 114, 374.
W) Jeffries v. G.W.R, Co. (1856), 5 E. & B. 802, per Lord Campbell,
at p. 806 ; 3 Digest 64, 76.
(e) The Winkfield (supra), per Collins, M.R., at p. 60.
(/) Ibid., at p. 61.
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